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High-tech workers
sought for Florence
By Mike Rutledge

Enguiree staff reporter

FLORENCE - Perot Systems
will open a Tlemployes data center
in Florence by July, with an average
salary "porth of S70,000,% the com-
pany said Thursday.

The 20,000emploves, publich
traded business is based in Plano,
Texas. It Is named for former press-
dential candidate H, Ross Perot, a
pioncer of the technology-out-
sourcing sector who founded Perot
Sy=tems in 1988,

The Florence center “will serve
as 2 basis for yet another link, if vou
will, in cur global network of data
centers,” said Mike McClaskey, P
rot's vice president of infrastruc-
ture solutions and chief informa-
tion officer. “In the U5, it will join
facilities in Plano, Texas, and
Woonsocket, R1"

The state-afthe-art center will
provide “clinical systems hosting,”
MeClaskey said. That hosting pro-
vides computer backup for medical
records and billing.

The facility will have 20000
square feet of computer space. [is
anchor client will be Cincinnat-
based Catholic Healihcare Part-
ners, which owns 27 hospitals,
maost in Ohio, including the Mercy
group bocally.

“Perot Systems ia hiring in this
area,” McClaskey said.

Seo PEROT, Page AB
Perot's decision

Location chosen becaus:

W Educated, shilled wark foecs is
available.

B Real-estate costs ane low, along
wilh Suitabés facilties.

W Low-priced electricity with high
relialility,

W Region Is nat prone to urm-
canes ar ganhquakes,

W Good access by highway and by
i,

W Business-friendly government -
in September, $500,000 in state tax
incentives wane approved.
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Perot: High-tech business to open in Florence
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He referred prospeciive employ-
oes [0 waw. perotsystems.com,

It's important for hospitals to
have reliable storage for records
that in the future no longer will be
on paper, said Rebecca Sykes,
Catholic Healtheare Partmers’ se-
mnior vice president and CIO.

“We have o back up that dats,
we have to store that data, and we
hawe to make sure it's readily avail-
able when you enter the hospital.”
Sykes sald. “50 a partner ke Perot
brings that technology that in
health care is just not our core
(buziness),”

Dan Tobergte, president and
CEOQ of Nosthern Kentucky Tri
ED, which recruits companies -
particularly high-tech ones = 1o the
area, said: “We think it's an excel:
Jent fit. [t's a great target industry

for us.”

The partnership with Catholic
Healthcare Partners drew Perod 1o
the region, [t is working with Cine
cinnati Bell Technodogy Solutions
tocreate the center in a Flarenee lo-
cation they are not trampeting, as a
SeCUrity measure,

“Wie're thrilled to add Perot, and
we're thrilled to be in Florence,
Ky.,” Sykes sabd

“We want to offer not just a wel-
come, but our support,” Campbell

noted that her city is better knawn
as a retail area. Hu‘l retail areas

that Perot brings to the city of Flor-

ence and Northern Kentucky just
will albow s to prosper and grow in
or retal and enterizinment as
well” Whalen said,

Florence City Coordinator Pat
Wingo said she hopes other tech
firms booking to build data centers
will zee Perot's decision and say, "It
mizst be a gpood place - let's take 3
loake,”
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